Drangajokull - nattura og mannlit

A syningunni er gerd grein fyrir sérst6du Drangajékuls og breytingum 4 honum
i gegnum tidina, leidum yfir j6kulinn, addrattum yfir hann fyrr a timum og lifriki
og jarOfredi svadisins. Drangajokull er ad ymsu leyti frabrugdinn 6drum joklum.
Hann olli nokkrum busifjum 4 hardindatimabilinu sem kennt er vid litlu is6ld og
a undanférnum arum virdist hann ekki fara jatn halloka fyrir heimshlynun eins
og adrir joklar landsins.

Drangajokull — nature and settlement

The emphasis in this exhibition is on Drangajokull 's uniqueness, changes on the glacier through the ages, paths over the
glacier, supplies in the past and the biosphere and geology of the region. Drangajékull is in some ways different from
other Icelandic glaciers. In the era called the small Ice Age the glacier lied heavily on the settlement and during the past
years of global warming it doesn’t seem to retreat as rapidly as other Icelandic glaciers.
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Malingar a joklinum

Drangajékull er fimmti steersti jokull landsins, nti um 145 km?. Prir adal-
skridjoklar ganga ut ur Drangajokli. Slikir joklar hlaupa fram a nokkur-
ra aratuga fresti an tillits til vedurfarsbreytinga. Kaldalonsj6kull hljop
fram sidast 4 arunum 1995-2000 en adur 1936-1940. Stada pessara jokul-
sporda hefur verid mzaeld nzer arlega sidan 1931, i upphafi ad frumkvaedi
Jons Eyporssonar vedurfraedings en sidan 4 vegum Joklarannsoknafé-
lags fslands. Sagnir eru til um mikil framhlaup jékulsins fyrr 4 5ldum
og ma par nefna ad ven slegja i Kaldaloni, Tolfkarlaengi, for undir
jokul 4 skommum tima 4 18. 61d. Sidan 2005 hefur afkoma jokulsins
verid mzld i samstarfi Orkubus Vestfjarda og Vatnamzlinga Orkustof-
nunar. Hefur komio i 1j6s ad fra 2005 hefur Drangajokull ekki ryrnad
i sama mzli og adrir joklar landsins. Arid 2001 juku Drangajokull og
adrir joklar 4 nordan- og austanverdu landinu vid sig pott storu joklarnir
allir ryrnudu pad ar. Drangajékul munar mest um ad adalirkomuattin
er hin kalda nordaustanatt.

Heimild: Oddur Sigurdsson.

Measurements of the glacier

Drangajokullis the fifth largest glacier in Iceland, measuring about 145 km2. From Drangajékull
there are three main icefalls. Icefalls like these flow forward with intervals of a few decades,
regardless of changes in weather patterns. Kaldalonsjokull icefall last occurred in 1995-2000,
and before that in 1936-1940. The positions of these glacial formations have been measured
nearly annually since 1931. The measurements were initiated by the meteorologist Jon Eypors-
son, but were later carried out by the Icelandic Glaciological Society (Joklarannsoknafélag
islands). The icefalls are known to have flowed at a much higher speed in the past centuries.
An example of this is a large field, Tolfkarlaengi, in Kaldalon that disappeared rapidly under
the glacier in the 18th century. Since 2005, the Westfjord Power Company Ltd and the National
Energy Authority of Iceland have cooperatively measured the movements of the glacier. These
measurements have shown that Drangajokull hasn’t retreated as much as other glaciers in
Iceland. In 2001, Drangajokull and other glaciers in the north and east of Iceland expanded
although the larger glaciers retreated that year. Drangajokull is mostly maintained by the cold
north-eastern winds and precipitation.

Reference: Oddur Sigurdsson.



yfir jokul

Undanfarnar aldir og allt fram i fyrri heimstyrjold hefur rekavidur til
bygginga verid séttur 4 hestum fra Isafjardardjipi nordur 4 Strandir.
Lo6gou menn leid sina um sunnanverdan Drangaj6kul til Dranga og var
yfirleitt farid kringum Jonsmessu eda Mariumessu 4 vori. Leidin var
6vordud, en ein varda, svonefnd jokulvarda, st60 vid jokulinn austan-
verdan, par sem lagt var upp vestur aleidis i Skjaldfannardal. Menn
hofou attavita medferdis i jokulferdum til pess ad vera vissir um att-
ina, ef poku rak yfir.

Nyrsta leidin yfir Drangajokul var einatt farin af gangandi ménnum
4 Snzfjallastrond og ef til vill fyrr med vidardrégur, pvi ad rekavidar-
butar hafa fundist par, sem lagt er a jokul, og hafa vantanlega tynst i
vidarferdum. Var pa farid upp ur Kaldaloni i grennd vid Kegsi og fram a
Jokulholt, en lagt 4 jokul vestan og ofan skridjokuls, sem fellur i Lénbotn
fram med Votubjorgum. Er 4 jokul kom, var beygt til austurs og stefnt
a Hrolleifsborg eda Hljédabungu eftir pvi, hvort ferdinni var heitid til
Reykjarfjardar eda Dranga, en 4 pessum bzjum badum var oft feikna
reki. Adalleidin i vidarferdum nordur yfir jokul 1a upp tr botni Skjald-
fannardals upp hja Jokulgili. Pvi naest var farid austur Langahraun, nakta
melasa, er na allt ad jokli. Padan var haldid pvert yfir jokultotuna, ef
audid var, ofan ad Kringluvatni, en pvi naest ofan Meyjardal til Dranga.
Um aratugaskeid skipulagdi skatafélagid Einherjar 4 [safirdi gongu-
ferdir a skidum upp 4 Drangajokul um hvitasunnuna. Stundum var
tjaldad og byggt snjohuis vid Hrolleifsborg, til ad gista yfir nétt. Skatarnir
hl6du vordu 4 Hrolleifsborg, hopurinn ritadi nofn sin i bokina og var
hun sett i malmhylki, sem komid var fyrir i vérounni.

Travels across the glacier

For the past centuries, and up until

World War I, driftwood for house

building was brought from [safjardar-

djupnorthtoStrandironhorses. These

trips were usually made around mid-

summet, St John’s Day and St Mary

Magdalene’s Day. The route taken

was usually around the south side of

Drangajokull toward Drangar. The

path was unmarked, but there was one

cairn, the so-called Glacier Cairn, by

the east side of the glacier from where

the journey w d to Skjaldf: dalur was made. People had to be equipped with compasses
when taking journeys over the glacier to be sure of the directions if a heavy fog set in.

The path furthest north over Drangaj6kull was only taken by foot from Snafjallastrénd and
perhaps used for earlier trips with driftwood. Some pieces of driftwood have been found near
the glacier foot, which have probably been dropped during trips like these. The path taken
was from Kaldalon near Kegsir and on to Jokulholt. The glacier was climbed from the west
side above the icefall that flows into Lonbotn along Votubjérg. Once the side of the glacier
was climbed, the path would be taken to the east toward Hrolleifsborg or Hljodabunga, de-
pending on whether the intention was to go to Reykjarfjérour or Drangar. Both these farms
often had driftwood. The main driftwood path northward over the glacier lay from the bottom
of Skjaldfannardalur up along Jokulgil. From there the path turned east over Langahraun, a
barren gravel ridge that stretches all the way to the glacier foot. From there the path was taken
straight across to Kringluvatn and then from Meyjardalur to Drangar.

The Boy Scouts, Einherjar, in [safjérdur organized ski trips on Drangajokull over Whitsun for
decades. They sometimes pitched tents and built snow huts on Hrolleifsborg and stayed there
over night. In July 1934, twelve boy scouts from Isafjorour along with fourteen boy scouts from
Norway, went hiking in Kaldalon and set up camp in Londalur. They built a cairn on Hrolleifs-
borg. The group signed their names in a book, which they put in a metal cache or time capsule,
which in turn was put inside the cairn.



